Background Our cadaveric study used an integrated anatomic approach to reconcile various internal carotid artery (ICA) nomenclature schemas, from both transcranial and endonasal perspectives. Our aims were twofold: 1) describe a distinct precavernous, or C3-C4 transitional segment of the ICA and 2) establish a circumferential anatomical correlation of the loosely described paraclival ICA with its surrounding relevant anatomical structures.
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Results
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Materials & Methods
In 13 adult cadaveric formalin-fixed heads injected with colored silicone, bilateral transcranial extradural and endonasal endoscopic CT-guided dissections were performed. Transcranial: defined a quadrilateral area medial to Meckel's cave (MC) between CN VI, antero-and posterolateral borders of the ICA, and posterior longitudinal ligament (PLL). Endoscopic: exposed the area through the "door" between MC and ICA using an angled 45-degree endoscope. Measurements: made in situ for both approaches. Anatomical correlations were made using 6-μm coronal histological sections of the sellar region and neuroradiological images. 
